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(57) ABSTRACT

An active network monitoring system for detecting an abnor-
mality at a position between a communication office and a
client includes a first monitoring module disposed on the
communication office, a second monitoring module disposed
on the client and an optical splitter. The first monitoring
module has afirst processor and a first laser diode. The second
monitoring module has a second processor and a second laser
diode. The first processor sends a digital signal to the first
laser diode. The first laser diode modulates the digital signal
into an optical signal and sends the optical signal to the
second monitoring module via the optical splitter. The second
laser diode converts the optical signal back to the digital
signal, and sends the digital signal to the second processor to
generate an identification signal of the client. The identifica-
tion signal is transmitted to the communication office via the
second laser diode.

5 Claims, 7 Drawing Sheets
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1
ACTIVE NETWORK MONITORING SYSTEM
AND METHOD THEREOF

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

(1) Field of the Invention

The invention relates to an network monitoring system, and
especially relates to an active network monitoring system and
the method thereof.

(2) Description of the Prior Art

With the growth of the global Internet, the communications
diversification, and the increasing construction of global tele-
communications market, the traffic increase rapidly, so that
the network architecture and protocol of the passive optical
network (PON), the point-to-multipoint (P2MP) and the fiber
to the home (FTTH) have become the best choice for high-
speed fiber-optic access network. The feature of the passive
optical network is that can be done without power, like a
mirror at home, reflective image without electricity. In addi-
tion to the optical line terminal equipment need electricity,
that is based on optical fiber to complete the transfer.

However, most of the passive optical network techniques
of'the detecting optical fiber breakpoint position use the opti-
cal time domain reflectometer (OTDR). When the passive
optical network detecting the optical fiber breakpoint, it need
to use a lot of fiber brag grating filter (FBG), optical circula-
tor, tunable laser light source and other optical elements. Due
to the high cost of the optical element, the detecting method of
the passive optical network is difficult to commercial in the
large number provision.

Therefore, we need to design an active detecting monitor-
ing module for the optical network, which can reduce the use
of'the optical elements and significantly reduce the cost of the
entire optical network.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

Accordingly, the object of the invention is to provide an
network monitoring system and an active network monitoring
method using the cheap single chip and the laser diode to
replace the high cost optical element, thereby substantially
reducing costs.

In one aspect, the invention provides an active network
monitoring system. The active network monitoring system is
used to detect an abnormality at a position between the optical
line terminal of communication office and the optical network
unit of the client. The active network monitoring system
includes a first monitoring module, an optical splitter and a
second monitoring module. The first monitoring module is
disposed at the is communication office and has a first pro-
cessor, a first laser diode and an optical time domain reflec-
tometer. The first laser diode and the optical time domain
reflectometer are connected to the first processor. The optical
splitter has a receiving end and a transmitting end, the receiv-
ing end is connected to the first monitoring module. The
second monitoring module is disposed at the client and has a
second processor and a second laser diode. The second laser
diode is connected to the second processor, and the second
monitoring module is connected to the transmitting end of the
optical splitter.

In an embodiment, the communication office and the
receiving end of the optical splitter are connected by an opti-
cal fiber.

In another embodiment, the client and the transmitting end
of the optical splitter are connected by an optical fiber.

In another embodiment, the first processor and the second
processor are respectively eight-bit single chips.
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In another embodiment, the active network monitoring
system further includes a first wavelength division multi-
plexer and a second wavelength division multiplexer, the first
wavelength division multiplexer is disposed between the
communication office and the receiving end of the optical
splitter, and the second wavelength division multiplexer is
disposed between the transmitting end of the optical splitter
and the client.

In another embodiment, the first monitoring module has a
display for displaying the results of the active network moni-
toring system.

In another aspect, the invention provides an active network
monitoring method suitable for the abovementioned active
network monitor system, the method comprises the following
steps: the first processor generating a digital signal and send-
ing the digital signal to the first laser is diode; the first laser
diode modulating the digital signal into an optical signal and
send the optical signal to the second monitoring module via
the optical splitter; the second laser diode receiving the opti-
cal signal and converting the optical signal back to the digital
signal, and then sending the digital signal to the second pro-
cessor; the second processor producing an identification sig-
nal of the client, and sending the identification signal back to
the second laser diode, then the second laser diode converting
the identification signal back to the optical signal and trans-
mitting the optical signal to the communication office.

In another embodiment, the active network monitoring
method further include the step: the second laser diode pro-
viding a plurality of optical signals and transmits the optical
signals to the communication office. Between each optical
signal and its previous one optical signal has a time interval,
and the plurality of the time intervals are the same.

In another embodiment, the active network monitoring
method further include the step: providing a plurality of sec-
ond monitoring modules, wherein the first monitoring mod-
ule monitors on each second monitoring modules in turns.

In another embodiment, the active network monitoring
system further include: the first monitoring module transmit-
ting the optical signal to the abnormality at a position; the
display displaying the active network monitoring system has
anabnormal position as the communication office confirming
that the identification signal transmitted back by the client has
not been received; the first processor transmitting a control
signal to drive the optical time domain reflectometer to trans-
mit an optical pulse signal to the abnormal position.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 11is one embodiment of the active network monitoring
system of the present invention.

FIG. 2 is one embodiment of the active network monitoring
system of the present invention. of the present invention.

FIG. 3 to FIG. 6 are the active network monitoring method
of the present invention.

FIG. 7 is the active network breakpoint monitoring method
of the present invention.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

In the following detailed description of the preferred
embodiments, reference is made to the accompanying draw-
ings which form a part hereof, and in which is shown by way
of illustration specific embodiments in which the invention
may be practiced. In this regard, directional terminology,
such as “top,” “bottom,” “front,” “back,” etc., is used with
reference to the orientation of the figure(s) being described.
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The components of the present invention can be positioned in
a number of different orientations. As such, the directional
terminology is used for purposes of illustration and is in no
way limiting. On the other hand, the drawings are only sche-
matic and the sizes of components may be exaggerated for
clarity. It is to be understood that other embodiments may be
utilized and structural changes may be made without depart-
ing from the scope of the present invention. Also, it is to be
understood that the phraseology and terminology used herein
are for the purpose of description and should not be regarded
as limiting. The use of “including,” “comprising,” or “having”
and variations thereof herein is meant to encompass the items
listed thereafter and equivalents thereof as well as additional
items. Unless limited otherwise, the terms ‘“connected,”
“coupled,” and “mounted” and variations thereof herein are
used broadly and encompass direct and indirect connections,
couplings, and mountings. Similarly, the terms “facing,”
“faces” and variations thereof herein are used broadly and
encompass direct and indirect facing, and “adjacent to” and
variations thereof herein are used broadly and encompass
directly and indirectly “adjacent to”. Therefore, the descrip-
tion of “A” component facing “B” component herein may
contain the situations that “A” component facing “B” com-
ponent directly or one or more additional components is
between “A” component and “B” component. Also, the
description of “A” component “adjacent to” “B” component
herein may contain the situations that “A” component is
directly “adjacent to” “B” component or one or more addi-
tional components is between “A” component and “B” com-
ponent. Accordingly, the drawings and descriptions will be
regarded as illustrative in nature and not as restrictive.

Refer to FIG. 1, it is an active network monitoring system
1 in present invention. The active network monitoring system
1 is used to detect an abnormality at a position between an
optical line terminal 110 of a communication office 100 and
an optical network unit 210 of a client 200. The active net-
work monitoring system 1 includes a first monitoring module
120, an optical splitter 300 and a second monitoring module
220. The first monitoring module 120 is disposed at the com-
munication office 100 and has is a first processor 130, a first
laser diode 140 and an optical time domain reflectometer 150.
The first laser diode 140 and the optical time domain reflec-
tometer 150 are connected to the first processor 130. The
optical splitter 300 has a receiving end 310 and a transmitting
end 320, the receiving end 310 is connected to the first moni-
toring module 120. The second monitoring module 220 is
disposed at the client 200 and has a second processor 230 and
a second laser diode 240. The second laser diode 240 is
connected to the second processor 230, and the second moni-
toring module 220 is connected to the transmitting end 320 of
the optical splitter 300.

Please continually refer to FIG. 1, it is connected by an
optical fiber 400 between the communication office 100 of the
active network monitoring system 1 and the receiving end 310
of the optical splitter 300. It is also connected by the optical
fiber 400 between the client 200 and the transmitting end 320
of the optical splitter 300. The active network monitoring
system 1 also includes a first wavelength division multiplexer
510, which is disposed between the communication office
100 and the receiving end 310 of the optical splitter 300. The
first wavelength division multiplexer 510 is connected to the
optical line terminal 110 and the first monitoring module 120,
and make the optical signal provided by the optical line ter-
minal 110 and the first monitoring module 120 import to an
optical fiber 400; and with the reverse direction, the first
wavelength division multiplexer 510 restores the optical sig-
nal with different wavelengths in same optical fiber 400, and
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sends the restored optical signal to the optical line terminal
110 and the first monitoring module 120. The active network
monitoring system 1 also includes a second wavelength divi-
sion multiplexer 520, which is disposed between the optical
network unit 200 and the transmitting end 320 of the optical
splitter 300. The second wavelength division multiplexer 520
is connected to the optical network unit 210 and the second
monitoring module 220, and make the optical signal with
different wavelengths in the optical fiber 400 transmit to the
optical network unit 210 and the second monitoring module
220; and with the reverse direction, the second wavelength
division multiplexer 520 imports the optical signal provided
by the optical network unit 210 and the second monitoring
module 220 to the optical fiber 400. Besides, the active net-
work monitoring system 1 has a display 160, which is used to
display the monitoring results of the active network monitor-
ing system.

Refer to FIG. 2, it is the active network monitoring system
1a of the present invention. The active network monitoring
system 1a has a first monitor module 120, thirty-two second
monitoring modules (220 # 1 to 220 # 32), and an optical
splitter 300. The optical splitter 300 has a receiving end 310
and thirty-two transmitting ends 320, these transmitting ends
320 are corresponding to each of the second monitoring mod-
ules 220. The first processor 130 and the second processor
230 may be a 8051 single wafer. The first laser diode 140 and
the second laser diode 240 may be a two-way narrowband
Fabry-Perot laser diode, which has a transmitting and receiv-
ing effect; and, the wavelength of the optical signal provided
by the laser diodes 140,240, and the wavelength of the optical
pulse signal provided by the optical time domain reflectome-
ter are preferably between the range of 1600-1650 nm.

Refer to FIG. 3 and FIG. 4, it is the active network moni-
toring method (S1) of the present invention. The active net-
work monitoring method of the present invention (S1) pro-
vides an above-described active network monitoring system
1a, and the active network monitoring method (S1) includes
the following steps:

Step (S110): The first processor 130 of the first monitoring
module 120 generates an 8-bit digital signal 00000001, and
sends the digital signal 00000001 to the first laser diode 140.

Step (S120): The first laser diode 140 modulates the digital
signal 00000001 into an optical signal, and transmits the
optical signal 00000001 to each second monitoring module
(220 # 1 to 220 # 32) through the optical fiber 400 and the
optical splitter 300.

Step (S130): At this point, only the second laser diode 240
# 1 of the second monitor module 220 # 1 may receive the
optical signal, and the second laser diode 240 # 1 converts the
optical signal back to the digital signal 00000001 and sends
the digital signal to the second processor 230 # 1.

Step (S140): The second processor 230 # 1 produces an
identification signal 11111110 of the second monitoring
module 220 # 1, and transmits the identification signal
11111110 back to the second laser diode 240 # 1; the second
laser the diode 240 # 1 may convert the identification signal
11111110 back to the optical signal and return to the first
monitoring module 120, thus making the communication
office 100 confirm connection of the optical fiber 400 is
normal between the first monitoring module 120 and the
second monitoring module 220 # 1.

Step (S150): The first processor 130 of the first monitoring
module 120 generates an 8-bit digital signal 00000010 and
sends the digital signal 00000010 to the first laser diode 140,
and then repeat steps (S110) to (S140).

The active network monitoring (S1) detects each the sec-
ond monitoring module (220 # 1 to 220 # 32) of the client 200
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in turn by the first monitoring module 120 of the communi-
cation office 100, so the active network monitoring method
(S1) is referred to as the One-by-One monitoring method.

Refer to FIG. 5 and FIG. 6, it is the active network moni-
toring method (S2) of the present invention. The active net-
work monitoring method (S2) provides the active network
monitoring system la, while the optical line terminal 110
assigns the identification number (ID number) to each optical
network unit 210, and set an identification code to each moni-
toring module (220 # 1 to 220 # 32). The active network
monitoring method (S2) includes the following steps:

Step (S210): The first processor 130 of the first monitoring
module 120 produces an 8-bit digital signal 11111110 and
sends the digital signal 11111110 to the first laser diode 140.

Step (S220): The first laser diode 140 modulates the digital
signal 11111110 into an optical signal and transmits the opti-
cal signal 11111110 to each monitoring module (220 # 1 to
220 # 32) through the optical fiber 400 and the optical splitter
300.

Step (S230): Each processor (230 #11t0 230 #32) generates
a 8-bit identification signal according to the set ID number
and transmit the identification signal to the second laser diode
(240 # 1 to 240 # 32).

Step (5240): The second laser diode (240 1 # to 240 # 32)
modulate the identification signal into the optical signal, and
transmit the optical signal back to the first monitoring module
120 in accordance with the order of the ID number. Between
each optical signal and its previous one optical signal has a
return time interval, all the return time intervals are 0.005
seconds. The corresponding 1D number of the second moni-
toring module 220 and the return time interval can refer to
chart (1).

CHART (1)
the second monitoring module  ID number return time interval
220#1 00000001 0.005
22042 00000010 2 % 0.005
220#32 00100000 32 x 0.005

Step (S250): After the first monitoring module 120 receive
32 group identification codes in sequence, the communica-
tion office 100 confirms that the optical fiber 400 connection
is normal between the first monitoring module 120 and each
of the second monitoring modules (220 # 1 to 220 # 32).

The active network monitoring (S2) make each optical
signal wait a same time interval in transmission, so that each
optical signal does not interfere with each other that makes it
difficult to recognize. Therefore, the active network monitor-
ing method (S2) is referred to as TDMA (Time division
multiple access) monitoring method.

Refer to FIG. 7, it is the active network monitoring method
(S3) of the present invention. The active network monitoring
method (S3) provide a active network monitoring system la
for detecting an abnormality at a position 600, the active
network monitoring method (S3) include following steps:

Step (S310): The first processor 130 generates a digital
signal and sends the digital signal to the first laser diode 140;
the first laser diode 140 modulates the digital signal into an
optical signal, and sends the optical is signal to the abnormal
position 600 through the optical fiber 400 and optical splitter
300.

Step (S320): The display 160 displays that the active moni-
toring system 1a has the abnormal position 600 as the com-
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6

munication office 100 confirming that the identification sig-
nal transmitted back by the client 200 has not been received.

Step (S330): The first processor 130 sends a control signal
to drive the optical time domain reflectometer 150 to transmit
an optical pulse signal to the abnormal position 600, and the
abnormal position 600 reflects the optical pulse signal to
optical time domain reflectometer 150, in order to make the
optical time domain reflectometer 150 calculate the abnormal
position 600 by the reflected optical pulse signal.

Compared to the active network monitoring system of the
present invention 1a and the passive optical network system
in the prior art, the active network monitoring system can take
advantage of the cheap 8051 single chip (the first processor
130) and the two-way narrowband Fabry-Perot laser diode to
replace the high cost optical element of the fiber brag grating
filter, the optical circulator, and the tunable laser light source,
etc., thereby substantially reducing costs. In the active net-
work monitoring method (S1), (S2) and (S3), using the cheap
8051 single chip and two-way narrowband Fabry-Perot laser
diode to achieve the two-way active monitoring results
between the communication office 100 and the client 200.
The optical time domain reflectometer in the prior art is a
passive mechanism, but the active network monitoring
method (S3) in present invention use the 8051 single chip to
make optical time domain reflectometer achieve the purpose
of actively monitor the abnormality at a position in the optical
fiber.

The foregoing description of the preferred embodiment of
the invention has been presented for purposes of illustration
and description. It is not intended to be exhaustive or to limit
the invention to the precise form or to exemplary embodi-
ments disclosed. Accordingly, the foregoing description
should be regarded as illustrative rather than restrictive. Obvi-
ously, many modifications and variations will be apparent to
practitioners skilled in this art. The embodiments are chosen
and described in order to best explain the principles of the
invention and its best mode practical application, thereby to
enable persons skilled in the art to understand the invention
for various embodiments and with various modifications as
are suited to the particular use or implementation contem-
plated. It is intended that the scope of the invention be defined
by the claims appended hereto and their equivalents in which
all terms are meant in their broadest reasonable sense unless
otherwise indicated. Therefore, the term “the invention”, “the
present invention” or the like is not necessary limited the
claim scope to a specific embodiment, and the reference to
particularly preferred exemplary embodiments of the inven-
tion does not imply a limitation on the invention, and no such
limitation is to be inferred. The invention is limited only by
the spirit and scope of the appended claims. The abstract of
the disclosure is provided to comply with the rules requiring
an abstract, which will allow a searcher to quickly ascertain
the subject matter of the technical disclosure of any patent
issued from this disclosure. It is submitted with the under-
standing that it will not be used to interpret or limit the scope
or meaning of the claims. Any advantages and benefits
described may not apply to all embodiments of the invention.
It should be appreciated that variations may be made in the
embodiments described by persons skilled in the art without
departing from the scope of the present invention as defined
by the following claims. Moreover, no element and compo-
nent in the present disclosure is intended to be dedicated to the
public regardless of whether the element or component is
explicitly recited in the following claims.

What is claimed is:

1. An active network monitoring method for detecting an
abnormality at a position between an optical line terminal of
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a communication office and an optical network unit of a
client, the active network monitoring method comprising the
following steps:
disposing a first monitoring module at the communication
office and a second monitoring module at the client,
wherein the first monitoring module has a first proces-
sor, a first laser diode and an optical time domain reflec-
tometer, the second monitoring module has a second
processor and a second laser diode;
providing an optical splitter having a receiving end and a
transmitting end, wherein the receiving end is connected
to the first monitoring module, and the transmitting end
is connected to the second monitoring module;
the first processor generating a digital signal and sending
the digital signal to the first laser diode, wherein the
digital signal comprises a plurality of bits with an order
for a plurality of identification numbers;
the first laser diode modulating the digital signal into a first
optical signal and sending the first optical signal to the
second monitoring module via the optical splitter;
the second laser diode receiving the first optical signal and
converting the first optical signal back to the digital
signal, and then sending the digital signal to the second
processor;
the second processor performing a bitwise negation opera-
tion on each of the bits of the digital signal to produce an
identification signal of the client, and sending the iden-
tification signal through the second laser diode to the
communication office according to the order for the
identification numbers;
the first monitoring module at the communication office
judging whether the identification signal from the sec-
ond laser diode is received or not;
if the first monitoring module at the communication office
confirming that the identification signal from the second
laser diode is not received, judging there is an abnormal
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position between the first monitoring module and the
second monitoring module;

the first processor sending a control signal to drive the

optical time domain reflectometer to generate and trans-
mit an optical pulse signal to the abnormal position,
wherein the optical pulse signal has a wavelength in the
range between 1600 nm and 1650 nm; and

the optical time domain reflectometer calculating the

abnormal position by the reflected optical pulse signal
from the abnormal position.

2. The active network monitoring method of claim 1, fur-
ther comprising the step:

the second laser diode modulating a plurality of identifica-

tion signals into a plurality of second optical signals and
transmitting the second optical signals to the communi-
cation office, wherein there is a time interval between
one and the previous one of the second optical signals,
and the plurality of the time intervals are the same.

3. The active network monitoring method of claim 1, fur-
ther comprising the step:

providing a plurality of second monitoring modules; and

the first monitoring module monitoring on each of the

second monitoring modules in turns.

4. The active network monitoring method of claim 1, fur-
ther comprising:

disposing a display in the first monitoring module; and

the display displaying the abnormal position when the first

monitoring module at the communication office con-
firming that the identification signal from the second
laser diode is not received.

5. The active network monitoring method of claim 4,
wherein the first optical signal and the second optical signals
each have a wavelength in a range between 1600 nm and 1650
nm.



